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T H E  C E N T R A L  Q U E S T I O N

Has democracy
worked well for
Canada?
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A system built over time
Canada’s democracy expanded gradually — and unevenly.

1840s
R E S P O N S I B L E
G O V E R N M E N T

1867
C O N F E D E R A T I O N

1918
W O M E N  W I N  T H E
F E D E R A L  V O T E

1960
U N R E S T R I C T E D
I N D I G E N O U S  F E D E R A L
V O T E

1982
C H A R T E R  O F  R I G H T S  &
F R E E D O M S
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FREEDOM
Expression.  Religion.  Peaceful Assembly.

C a n a d i a n  C h a r t e r  o f  R i g h t s  a n d  F r e e d o m s  •  S e c t i o n  2
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STABILITY
Governments change.
Institutions remain.
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ACCOUNTABILITY
Democratic power moves in a loop — not a straight line.

C I T I Z E N S E L E C T I O N S G O V E R N M E N T A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y

P A R L I A M E N T      •      C O U R T S      •      J O U R N A L I S M      •      P U B L I C  S C R U T I N Y
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T H E  T R A D E - O F F

Freedom and
accountability often
come at the cost
of speed.
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W E A K N E S S  # 1

Slow decision-making

SPEED
V E R S U S

CHECKS
ON POWER

Debate → negotiation → voting → legal review

Delay can be a safeguard against abuse.
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W E A K N E S S  # 2

Is the majority
always right?

51% 49%
“The tyranny of the majority” — John Stuart Mill
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D E M O C R A C Y  D E P E N D S  O N  C I T I Z E N S

A voice is
not enough.

Education.
Critical Thinking.
Civil Discourse.

Citizens must use their voice responsibly.
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C O N C L U S I O N

“Democracy gives us a voice.
Civil discourse decides
how we use it.”

S T R E N G T H S

Freedom  •  Stability  •  Accountability

C H A L L E N G E S

Slow decisions  •  Majority rule  •  Informed citizenship

B E R E K E T  Y O H A N N E S   •   T O R O N T O ,  C A N A D A
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