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The Declaration of Independence is the historic document adopted on July 4, 1776, by which the 
thirteen American colonies officially severed their political ties with Great Britain to establish a 

new, independent nation: the United States. 

The document serves two main purposes: 
The Philosophical Blueprint: It outlines the fundamental belief that all people possess 
"unalienable Rights"specifically "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness"and that 

governments only derive their power from the "consent of the governed." If a government 
becomes destructive to those rights, the people have the right to alter or abolish it. 

The Breakup Letter: It lists a long series of specific grievances against King George III, 
detailing exactly why the colonies felt forced to separate from British rule. 

Ultimately, it shifted the idea of government from the absolute rule of a king to 
an experiment in human liberty and self-correction.

WHAT IS THE 
DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE?



BLUEPRINT 
VS 
EXECUTION

The Perfect Creed

The Declaration of Independence was 
not designed to be a passive snapshot 
of early American society in 1776. It 

was designed as an absolute, universal 
moral contract. 

By declaring that "all men are 
created equal" as an unalienable 
truth, the document trapped the 

nation inside a permanent, legal, and 
spiritual commitment to universal 

human rights. 
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The Imperfect Start
A traditional historical perspective does not 
deny the severe moral shortcomings of the 
founding era. Instead, it recognizes that the 
ideals themselves transcended the human 

limitations of their authors. 

The genius of the American experiment is 
that it established a self-correcting 

mechanismsetting a high standard that 
forces each generation to actively reform 

itself. 

ALL          MEN       
ARE  CREATED           

EQUAL



RADICAL 
EXPERIMENT 
IN LIBERTY 
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The Radical Step of 1776
In his notable work, "The Declaration of Independence: A Radical 
Experiment in Liberty", Bradley J. Birzer highlights the 
revolutionary nature of the text. 

Rather than filing standard colonial grievances, the writers broke 
entirely from the global norm of monarchy. They based national 
sovereignty directly upon the natural laws of God and Nature. 

This radical foundation established that governments do not grant 
rights; they are merely instituted to secure rights that already 
exist, deriving legitimacy purely from the consent of the 
governed. 



THE 
AMERICAN 
PROPOSITION

7

In "We Hold These Truths", Rev. John Courtney Murray, SJ 
introduces the essential concept of the "American 
Proposition." 

Murray argues that the Declaration is not a dusty historic 
museum piece, but a living civic hypothesis that must be 
constantly tested, fought for, and proven true by each 
subsequent generation. 

A traditional historical view understands that balancing our 
ideals with reality is an active, multigenerational 
responsibility—not a battle won once in 1776, but an ongoing 
test of national character. 

A Living, Active Civic Project
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Frederick Douglass (1852) — Exposing the Contradiction
Douglass did not seek to burn the Declaration of Independence; 

instead, he praised its principles as "saving principles" and 
demanded that America live up to the literal meaning of its words.

THE WEAPON OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROGRESS

Seneca Falls (1848) — 
Extending the Circle

Martin Luther King Jr. (1963) — The Promissory Note

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
purposefully modeled the 

*Declaration of Sentiments* 
directly on the 1776 text, 

asserting "all men and women are 
created equal," successfully 

weaponizing the founders' own 
language to secure voting rights.

At the March on Washington, MLK Jr. famously referred to 
the Declaration as a "promissory note to which every 

American was to fall heir"—demanding that the nation cash 
the check written in 1776.
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AN INHERITED 
TORCH OF 
JUSTICE

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration in 2026, the passion of today’s 

generation for justice, systemic accountability, and 
civil rights is highly relevant. 

Gen Z's drive to eliminate societal inequality is not a 
radical break from American history; rather, it 
represents the absolute fulfillment of the 1776 

blueprint. 

When the youth demand accountability, they are 
participating in the exact self-correcting cycle the 
founders set in motion. They are demanding that 
current reality finally match our founding ideals.



2026 
The Modern Standard: A new generation 

uses the same moral framework to 
champion civil discourse and equity.
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THE LINE OF 
IDEOLOGICAL EVOLUTION

1776 
The Proposition: The foundational ideal of natural 

rights and consent is put on paper as a radical 
global experiment.

1863 
The New Birth: Lincoln reframes the Civil 
War at Gettysburg as a dedication to the 

proposition of equality.

1963 
The Promissory Note: The Civil Rights 

Movement demands systemic legal protection, 
relying on the original 1776 promise.
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Q&A 
SESSION

Any questions or concerns please 
feel free to reach out. Open the 
floor to discussion as well.

Let's open the page 

to your thoughts.

Instagram: @lilraza_01
Tiktok: @fraza347
Email: shinealways33@gmail.com


