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DEMOCRACY:
PROS AND
CONS

Exploring Individualism/Paternal *
Despotism, The Tyranny of the 4 ¢
Majority, Citizenship, and Virtue.




INTRODUCTION

e The Core Paradox: Democracies empower citizens through active participation,
but they also risk decaying into majority tyranny and state overreach.

e The Peril (Cons): Unchecked Individualism and total reliance on majority rule
invite paternal despotism and minority suppression.

e The Promise (Pros): Active citizenship and civic virtue foster moral character,
individual agency, and self-governance.




Democracy’s Cons:
Individualism/Paternal Despotism

e Concepts introduced in 1835 by Alexis de
Tocqueville in his two volume book
“Democracy In America”

e |Individualism: Citizens prioritize private
interests over civic responsibility.

e Paternal Despotism: Government

increasingly manages citizens’ lives "for their
own good."

Democracy
In America

Alexis de Tocqueville

Lilited by
Bruce Frohnen




PROGRESSION AND RESULT:
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EQUALITY OF
CONDITIONS

In democratic
societies, social
classes become
more equal and

there is less
dependence on
one another.
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People turn inward
and focus on their
own lives, families,
and personal
interests rather
than the public
good.
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DECLINING CIVIC
PARTICIPATION
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Citizens withdraw
from public life.
Fewer participate in
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GROWING GOVERNMENT
DEPENDENCE ON EXPANDS ITS
GOVERNMENT ROLE

People look to the
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To “help” and
“protect” citizens,
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PATERNAL
DESPOTISM

Citizens become
dependent and
passive. Freedom
shrinks as the
government
manages and directs
their lives “for their

politics, elections, state to take care government
or local affairs. of more and more increases its
needs—economic, control and
Community bonds social, and even makes more
and civic associations personal. decisions for
weaken. the people.
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THE RESULT

Democracy remains in form, but self-government, civic virtue,

and individual liberty decline.

Citizens trade freedom for comfort, and a paternalistic state

quietly limits their independence.

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. Il, pt. Il, chs. 2-6; pt. IV, ch. 6.

own good.”
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DEMOCRACY’S CONS: THE
TYRANNY OF THE MAJORITY

Majority as a New Tyranny: In democracy,
oppression can come from an unchecked majority,
not just rulers.

Panopticon of Public Opinion: The majority shapes
laws, beliefs, and social expectations.
Pressure to Conform: Fear of criticism causes
people to hide unpopular opinions.

Loss of Independence: Citizens may lose freedom
of thought despite legal freedom.

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, trans. Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000),
235-244.



Democracy’s Pros: Citizenship

What citizenship rightly understood is:

e “He who has the power to take part in the
deliberative or judicial administration of any state is
said by us to be a citizen of that state; and speaking
generally, a state is a body of citizens sufficient for

the purposes of life.” — Aristotle, Politics, Book lll,
Chapter 1, §3 (p. 101).




* CITIZENSI'I_P* IN EFFECT +
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Civic Participation: Citizens have the right and will to vote.

Voice in Governance: Individuals can help shape laws, policies, and the direction of their
community.

Accountability of Leaders: Civic participation allows citizens to hold elected officials
responsible.

Protection of Rights: Citizenship provides a role in defending democratic freedoms.




\
WISDOM

Virtue: A habit of character that

guides a person to act rightly and
pursue the good.

COMPASSION
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“But in a popular state, one spring more is necessary, namely, virtue.”
— Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, Book Ill, Chapter 3, p. 20.

e Virtue is democracy's foundational principle: Democratic
governments rely on the character of their citizens.

e Freedom requires virtue: Citizens must practice honesty,
responsibility, moderation, and a commitment to the common good.

e Montesquieu argues that without civic virtue, democratic institutions

like freedom , equality , and free enterprise begin to decay.

VIRTUE IN DEMOCRACY

&
r.::i:
e

2N

Baron de Mu:ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁj—l




VIRTUE IN DEMOCRACY

“...one citizen differs from another, but the salvation of the
community is the common business of them all. This
community is the state; the virtue of the citizen must
therefore be relative to the constitution of which heis a
member.” — Aristotle, Politics, Book Ill, Chapter 4, §§3-4,
pp. 105-106.

Ex: Sailors on a ship

Citizens have different responsibilities, but all contribute to
the well-being of the state.

Democracy depends on citizens: The success of the state
reflects the character and virtue of its people.




MOVING FORWARD

e Democracy requires citizens to actively uphold civic virtue,
resist dependence on the state, defend individual liberty against
majority pressure, and remain engaged rather than becoming
apathetic.



Thanks for listening!



