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Foundations of America’s
Representative Republic (1700s)

➢ Constitution inspiration from Native nations

➢ “Merciless Indian Savages”



Dawes Act of 1887                      Trail of Tears (1830s)                     Homestead Act (1862)

Removal Without Representation (1830s-1890s)

"John Marshall has made his decision; now let him enforce it.“
- ANDREW JACKSON, APOCRYPHAL QUOTE



- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

“A republic, if 
you can keep it”



A Republic, If You Can Assimilate (1870s-1960s)

Indian Boarding Schools (1870s-1960s)

- VINE DELORIA JR. AND CLIFFORD LYTTLE, 

AMERICAN INDIANS, AMERICAN JUSTICE, 1983

Wheeler Howard Act (1934)

“…another means of imposing white institutions” "Kill the Indian, and save the man"

- RICHARD HENRY PRATT,          

CARLISE INDIAN SCHOOL FOUNDER



A Republic that Represents Us (1960s-Present)

JFK with Tribal Leaders (1961-63) George W. Bush with Joe Medicine Crow (2009)  Gerald Ford with Tribal Leaders (1976)



Modern Day Interactions with Representative Republic
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