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The Imperfect Blueprint

A Hemispheric Perspective on the Contradlctlons and Triumphs of 1776
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How flawed architects drafted a universal vocabulary for human liberation.
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The Reality: A Living Blueprint

An uncritical view demands the founders be perfect, E A critical view sees 1776 as an architectural draft. The L

hiding the messy reality of colonial class struggles, architects were compromised, but they designed a foundation &
economic self-interest, and racial hierarchy. that subsequent generations—from abolitionists to Latin
American revolutionaries—could build upon. «
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% The Stated Ideal: “All Men Are Created Equal”

White Propertied Men

=

The 1776 Reality Check

Reality: Granted immediate political
representation and rights.

—

Enslaved Black Americans

> Reality: Denied humanity. The Southern
economy relied on their labor. Thomas Jefferson,
the primary author, enslaved ~260 people.

Reality: Characterized in the document itself

Native Americans as “merciless Indian Savages” to justify
territorial expansion.
' Reality: Entirely omitted from the “Code of
Women Laws,” despite direct pleas from Abigail

Adams to “Remember the Ladies.”
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- The Cutting Room Floor:
- The Dark Political Bargain '

The 168 Deleted Words:
Jefferson originally
drafted a clause
condemning King _
| George Il for the g .

The Veto: The clause
was struck out entirely
to appease delegates
from South Carolina
and Georgia, who

. . STl
# ...cruel war against human nature itself...” 4+

transatlantic slave ‘"i - : B ;] demanded the
trade, calling it an "a e pr— /4 continued importation
“execrable commerce” | - e , of slaves.
and a crime against \‘,_- v
humanity. £«¢ & ; S T4
< — — e >
Cm‘cAl;l The Hypocrisy: British essayist Samuel Johnson’s 1775
omisSIo— critique: “How is it we hear the loudest yelps for liberty &
among the drivers of negroes?” /TN
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The Active Exclusion of Women

" Step 1: The Revolutionary Idea (June 1776)
John Dickinson drafts the first national constitution,

granting religious freedom to “his or her person.” The |
intellectual capacity for inclusion existed. /
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Shortly after presentation, the phrase is quietly
edited out. Progressive protection falls to the

cutting room floor, delaying constitutional
gender recognition for generations.

Abigail Adams’

¢ husband to_
adies

Note:
lea to he
r‘)‘yzemembe’ the L

in the new Code of
Laws goes ignored
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’ - Weaponizing the Blueprint o8
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The Grievance

The King is accused of inciting “domestlc
insurrections” and unleashing “merciless
Indian Savages” against the colonists.
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The Political Utility

By lumping diverse, complex Native American
nations (some of whom were neutral or
British-aligned) into a single dehumanized
category, the architects provided a moral
justification for laying waste to indigenous
settlements and seizing homelands.
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The Synthesis Pivot

AR e B A Hemispheric Lens
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l ‘The Shared Colonial Reallty N The Accidental Universalism
g |

. Like Mexu:o and South America, By grounding their political *
the US was born in a complex web rebellion in “natural law" and
of colonial economics, racial : “self-evident truths” to gain X
hierarchies, and political | French and Spanish support, they
| compromises. The architects were  \'N inadvertently created a universal I
| aristocrats protecting their interests. ;.5.4 _ \ vocabulary of freedom. |
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Takeaway: The context was protecting property and securing independence;
but the text became a weapon for universal human rights.
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The Ideals Feedback Loop

T i /F
} | Drafting B Expansion %
| White colonial elites draft universal ¥4 The definition of “We the People” expands.
| language ("All men are created equal ' The blueprint forces the nation to slowly
‘ align its reality with its stated ideals. o1
| e o
/ | (©)
A {/ Co-optat (i)l
i /3 . 4 Marginalized groups [ the founders'
The political reality excludes Black : i ’ exact words agaijiSauEyN R MECE
Americans, Women, and Native Americans. NP M Black intellectut:INsEEINIIREELIE Gl
v | s quoting the. Declaration back to Jefferson
S -g . NP4k to demand accountability).
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Issues a manifesto drawing directly |[ississisaasesasss” Sasssey
asasssisiiiicll  from the Declaration’s translation, [fissssss® ael
ssissssacissssite affsesssiesss g\
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Venezuela, 1811 I _ Vietnam, 1945
. s 1B . - @ = ==
Representatives declare “Free, % leena’ 1847 Ho Chi Minh opens his L |
Sovereign, and Independent , independence speech -
States,” directly mirroring the ———3|| Former slaves amend the text | quoting 1776, expanding it:
U$ temple}te and kicking off 1 toinclude the right to “acquire, “All the peoples of the
Latin American independence. possess, and enjoy property.” earth are equal from birth.”
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The Ultimate Judgment

The 1776 Reality L
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| Slavery compromises, Indigenous 7%
| displacement, gender exclusion. N -

N

. JON— ‘The Philosophical Triumph
- /"" \ The enduring engine of civil rights,
F g /) \. global decolonization, and the
= | e\ vocabulary of liberty. :

As students of history, we must look critically at the architects. But as citizens of the Americas, =
we can celebrate the blueprint. The genius of 1776 is not that the founders were perfect, but that

they wrote a promise larger than themselves—a promise that eventually liberated the world.
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